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made recommendations, which the White 
House accepted, that 8 of the 93 would no 
longer serve. And they will go up and make 
the explanations as to why—I’m sorry this, 
frankly, has bubbled to the surface the way 
it has, for the U.S. attorneys involved. I really 
am. These are—I put them in there in the 
first place; they’re decent people. They serve 
at our pleasure. And yet now they’re being 
held up in this—into the scrutiny of all this, 
and it’s just—what I said in my comments, 
I meant about them. I appreciated their serv-
ice, and I’m sorry that the situation has got-
ten to where it’s got. But that’s Washington, 
DC, for you. You know, there’s a lot of poli-
tics in this town. 

And I repeat, we would like people to hear 
the truth. And, Kelly, your question is one 
I’m confident will be asked of people up 
there. And the Justice Department will an-
swer that question in an open forum for ev-
erybody to see. 

If the Democrats truly do want to move 
forward and find the right information, they 
ought to accept what I proposed. And the 
idea of dragging White House members up 
there to score political points or to put the 
klieg lights out there—which will harm the 
President’s ability to get good information, 
Michael—is—I really do believe will show 
the true nature of this debate. 

And if information is the desire, here’s a 
great way forward. If scoring political points 
is the desire, then the rejection of this rea-
sonable proposal will really be evident for the 
American people to see. 

Listen, thank you all for your interest. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the 
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House. 
A reporter referred to Counsel to the President 
Fred F. Fielding. 

Message on the Observance of 
Nowruz 
March 20, 2007 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Nowruz. 

Nowruz is a special time of thanksgiving 
and celebration when millions of people 
around the world who trace their heritage 
to Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkey, Pakistan, 

India, and Central Asia welcome the New 
Year. For thousands of years, it has been an 
occasion when family, friends, and loved ones 
come together to reflect on the blessings of 
the past year and look forward with a spirit 
of renewal and hope. 

America is strengthened by the rich cul-
tural diversity of our people, and we are 
blessed to be a Nation that welcomes individ-
uals of all races, religions, and cultural back-
grounds. Celebrating Nowruz honors the val-
ues of family and tradition and helps preserve 
the unique fabric that makes up our country. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for health 
and happiness in the coming year. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Sweden-United 
States Social Security Agreement 

March 20, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 
433(d)(1)), I transmit herewith the Supple-
mentary Agreement on Social Security be-
tween the United States of America and the 
Kingdom of Sweden. The Supplementary 
Agreement was signed in Stockholm on June 
22, 2004, and is intended to modify certain 
provisions of the original United States-Swe-
den Agreement, which was signed May 27, 
1985, and that entered into force January 1, 
1987. 

The United States-Sweden Agreement, as 
revised by the Supplementary Agreement, 
remains similar in objective to the social se-
curity agreements that are also in force with 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Korea, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, and 
the United Kingdom. Such bilateral agree-
ments provide for limited coordination be-
tween the United States and foreign social 
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